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#ddress by Dr. hlen Gregg, Diractor for the dedicsl Sclencews, The Rockefaller
Foundation, before the Netionel Fund for fediosl fducation, ¥ay 1%, 1949

Dr. Gregg first turned to the hisbtoricel beaciuground of wmedlosrl teaching
baginning with the Plexner feport of 1910 which, he gaild, hed revolutionized the
whols basis for the treining of physicluns in the United 3States. The trawendous
forwsrd strices schisved by the medical profeszslon end the stisinmeny of its present
pre-exinence sre the result of curricule then formultted snd stendsrdy established;
thelr mdoption, he suld, wss asde possible by the $250,000,000 of gifts wede over &
pariod of yesrs by the Carnegle, Rockefeller, some other foundstions and meny rrivats
donors. &8 & dirset proof of the medical schoola' ndvarce, Tir. Gregg atoted that it
is possible in the United Stetes to find w competently trained vhysiolsn In slwmost
any pert of the country lor ths wdecuste care of mny wediesl cene erising by turning
to & mediecal directory and sscertsining s doctor's schonl snd the vear of his gradus-
tion. Ulootors grudusting after the trensformstion of the schools muy be cssumed to
te coapetently trained. This degree of change, he sald, hag not occurred in say
othar country in the world.

Ir. Gregg then expluined that the grest rrogress thet hed besn aede from
1910 until the coaing of the depreasion in 1932 wes helted by n chein of events end
circumstances that threaten to huve x disustrous efiect uron the future quality of
all medicel educstlon. These events ware the following, he suid:

The first blow was the gspression which resuitesd in ¢ loss of one-third in
the income {rom the endowuents of the mediesl sclools snd the cessetlon of further
giving.

The second bYlow wss the war which storped the training of sn adecuste
number of junlor medlowl teachers &nd put rressure on the schools to expend their
enrollaents too repldly snd to instlitute sccelerctad courses without first being
given ths time to bulld up thelr tesching steffa. There i3 Little doubt thet the

patriotic resronse of the medical schools to the war emergency caused a lowering of
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teashing standards and a distinot deterforation in the quality of medical education.

The third blow came with the inflation which further redused ths purchasing
power of sndowment incomes to the point where today this source of incoms to the
sehools 1s half what it was prior to 1932. A further adverse sffect of the inflation
and the added strain it hes placed upon medical sochool finsnces has bsen their
consequent inability to pay attractive selaries to the tesching ataffs in line with
surrent living costs snd thus to attraet an inflow of able and deairables junior
teachers in sufficient numbers. It is significant thet todsy thare ere 139 full
professors of anatomy in all medical schools tsken together, while there are only
20 instructors; there should be of course at leust three times &3 asny of these juniors.

Br. Gregg then told the maseting of the 73 azedical colleges in the country
of whieh 34 are publicly supported by the state while 44 are privately supported.

He listed thoss states in which there are no mediosl sohools snd explained that the
ourrent amnusl opersting sxpensss of all 78 schools totaled approximately $51,000,000
with an enrollaent of 22,000-0dd students. He set forth the offsetting income to
sustain these expenses under the following headings: From tuition $12,800,000, er
spproximately 24%; from endowments §7,000,000, or 14%; from other privete sources
$13,700,000, or 27%; and finally from the taxpayers in the fora of state aid
817,500,000, or 3%%.

Theae figures, he seid, when broken down to & rer-student basis, indicated
an average tuition of $550 egainst an average ocost of $2,200 a atudent per year; the
sotusl tuftions varied between a low of $250 end e high of $800, and the annuel cost
per student, excluding tha cost of ressarch, between $600 snd above $5,000.

In summing up these financial statistics of the medicsl schools, Dr. Gregg
pointed out that in asny instances those universities having such schools had bLeen
foroed by their finenciel difficulties to choose betwesn s reduction of their
medical schools or a raid upon the endowment income of thelir other depertments. It

was fortunate for medical educstion, he remerked, that such raids had been cerried
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out temporsrily “ut this w¢s not & prectlce thut could be expactsd to be continued
indefinitely.

sfter thus outiining the flnencinl orlsis of the medicei schools, Dr. Gregg
told briefly of tha psrallel situstlon existing in the cassa of the dentel and
nursing schools. He statsd that the shortmsgse of nursss wis ccute and thet the ssme
adverse consequences cetused by the depresseion, the wsr snd inflatlon were likely to
lead to an esarly deteriorstion in the stendards snd quelity of teschling in thess two
fwportent fislds. £ conservetive eatinste of students ertering schools of nursing
1z 65,000 annuully; for 1948 it weas only 35,000. As il is with the medical schools,
s0 1t is with the dentel &nd nureing scrmools; they ere heeding down-hill.

In closing, Ir. Gregg seild it wes clesr thsat & Hsationsl Fund for #edicel
Fduestion is urgently neaded to bring finencizl auccor to zll mediczl educstion., He
exrressed the bellief thet besldes cslling upon the corporsmtions and lebor unions to
support the fund, & speclel gifts cuazpeign aight well be set up in en sttezpt to
colleet ennusl donetlons of $100 such frow « lsrge nusber of the 160,000 practicing
rkysioctcns. He s&id he wes well swere of thelr generous giving of free service in
cliniece and hospitals but he nevertheless ex;yressed the belief tlwt 2 lasrge number
would gledly contribute $100 ennueily to this importunt effort to hait & further
decline 1n the stenderds of the profession - a deciine that is ineviteble unless the
wedicel schools soon receive sufficient sdded incoze with shich to sugment the
ssleries of their tewching steffs. Dr. Oregy emphusized thet gooa heelth for the
netion wus obtuireble by en spplicstion of intelligence nnd money for mediccl

educstion.



